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This Bible talk outline is intended for use in IDOP 2026 services focusing on the theme: Light in the Darkest Places. It gives a suggested structure and illustrations for further development. Talks based on this outline could be 15-25 minutes long.

‘The light shines in the darkness…’

SCRIPTURE: John 1:1-5  (NIVUK)

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.


Introduction
Testimony – Rev Mark Mukan, Nigeria
In Nigeria, Christian homes and villages are regularly targeted and attacked by Islamist militants. Every year thousands of Christians are killed and many more are forced to flee their homes. The violence has created profound suffering and loss.

However, in the middle of this darkness, God’s people have not lost hope. They experience the peace and comfort that can only come from him, and more than that, they continue to love their enemies. 

Voice of Persecuted Christians’ partner Rev Mark Mukan is committed to providing pastoral care for the victims and training more Christian leaders to reach out with the transforming light of the gospel in their communities. 

Issue 
Nigeria is one example. Across the world today, countless more Christians live out their faith in places of danger and hostility. Some are forced to worship in secret, while many others face suffering, hardship and loss.

However, in that darkness, our brothers and sisters continue to live for Jesus. They show his compassion, they forgive, they share the good news. They are Christ’s light in the darkest places.
Bible Passage – John 1:1-5

The Divine Word of Life and Light

The opening verses of John’s gospel present the universal centrality of ‘the Word’. He is God, he is with God. He was there ‘in the beginning’. He is the creator of all things.  He is life, and his life is light for all people.

Verse 1 references Genesis 1 where the author speaks of light and all creation coming into being through the spoken word of God. In the ancient Greek world, the word ‘logos’ which is translated as ‘word,’ was understood to be a kind of cosmic logic or order by which all things existed. Whilst John does not explicitly write, ‘The Word is Jesus Christ,’ we know from the wider context of chapter 1 that they are synonymous.

At the beginning of his Gospel, John wants us to know that ‘the Word’, Jesus Christ, is divine! There are no other gods or alternative sources of cosmic power. True life can only be found in him, and his life brings light, so that all may see and enjoy true life.


Testimony – Alif, Kenya
Alif was a Somali Muslim who was trying to convert a local Christian pastor in Kenya. They were reading the Bible together when Alif came across Galatians 5:1, ‘It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.’ Alif was so impacted by this that the next day she gave her life to Jesus. 

Since then, things have not been easy. Alif faces rejection from the Somali community as well as ethnic Kenyans, who do not welcome Somalis into their churches. She and other Somali background believers face economic oppression and struggle to gain legal recognition. There is also the constant threat of violence.

But despite the risks, Alif works tirelessly to translate the Bible into local languages and reach out to Muslim women with the gospel. Alif said, ‘If one verse changed my life and showed me the truth, how much more [impact can it have] if I translate this Bible and take it to the community?’




The Reality of Darkness

After introducing us to the light, John also presents, in verse 5, the reality of darkness. The darkness is not passive or neutral but is actively trying to overcome the light. It attempts to obscure the truth of God, and ultimately to destroy life.

As members of Christ’s church, we have an enemy who wants to destroy us and prevent those who live in darkness from receiving the light of life. These spiritual powers of darkness lie behind all acts of persecution against Christians.


Testimony – Pastor Rajendra, India
Several Indian states have passed unconstitutional ‘anti-conversion’ laws, with many pastors being arrested and charged as a result. Meanwhile, Hindu nationalist mobs attack pastors and their families. 

In 2016, Pastor Rajendra and his brother were attacked with swords, axes and metal rods as they returned home from leading a church service. Both miraculously survived but continue to live with pain.

In 2025, Rajendra was attacked again, this time by a mob who burst into his home where he was leading a prayer meeting. Many were injured, including Rajendra and his mother. Both required hospitalisation. 

Rajendra was not only charged with breaking anti-conversation laws but also with causing the wounds that the mob had inflicted upon his mother. He spent six months in prison and is still awaiting trial.




The Supremacy of the Light

The darkness if real, but no matter how hard it tries to overcome the light, it never has and it never will. The life that Jesus brought to the world cannot be destroyed and his light cannot be extinguished. 

God’s people will continue to suffer, especially those who live for him in the darkest places. But no matter what the world does to them, they can stand firm in the assurance of his eternal life and inextinguishable light within them.

More than that, it is important to remember that as Christians our encounter with the darkness is not simply defensive. Even as it attempts to smother, the darkness cannot help but be changed when it is exposed to the light. Persecuted Christians challenge hate with love, resentment with forgiveness, destruction with hope. And this brings transformation. It is powerfully ironic that light is most visible in the darkest places.


Testimony – Sultan, Ethiopia

In Ethiopia, when Sultan’s father discovered he had become a Christian, he attacked him with a metal bar and a knife. Sultan was later surrounded by an angry mob who beat him and burned his Bible, his clothes, and all his property. Sultan’s life continues to be at risk.

But the darkness cannot keep him quiet. Since his conversion Sultan has devoted his life to sharing the good news of Jesus. And although persecution is severe, he has seen many people come to faith. He is planting churches in areas where none existed before, and one of the people who previously beat him has now himself become a passionate preacher and follower of Jesus.

Sultan said, ‘If I carry this burden for the gospel, then the gospel can reach the whole world… We are full of joy even though there is persecution.’




Response
Jesus is the light of the world and as Christians living in the UK, we are bound together in his light and life with our persecuted brothers and sisters in every corner of the world. We are called to stand with them as they resist the darkness and support them as they shine the light of the gospel in places we could never go.

We can do this in three key ways:

Pray 
This is often the first thing persecuted Christians ask us to do. They believe in the power of prayer, and they want us to cry out to God on their behalf. The VoPC Prayer Shield prayer diary has a specific prayer point for each day of the month. You can access this by signing up to receive our free Voice magazine. It is also available on our website and Facebook page.

Share
As Christians in the UK, we need to hear the stories of our persecuted brothers and sisters. We should not be ignorant of what they are suffering and what they are overcoming. You can play a part in sharing their voice. Sign up to receive our free Voice magazine and give it to a friend after you have read it. Share our social media posts. Ask for opportunities to share a story in your church at a Sunday service or in a prayer meeting. 

Give 
Voice of Persecuted Christians works with partners on the ground in around 30 countries across the world. We want to give persecuted Christians the tools they need to continue to live for Jesus and shine his light. You can help us provide food packages, trauma counselling, Bibles, legal aid, pastors’ training and many other forms of support. You can give through our website or through your church.
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